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Sirs: 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the attention of 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby directed to the references listed on the 
attached Forms PTO/SB/08A. It is requested that the information on Forms PTO/SB/08A be 
considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the references be made of 
record and appear among the "References Cited" on any issued patent. 

These references, include: United States Patent Number 4,200,554 to Lauder; United 
States Patent Number 4,182,694 to Lauder; United States Patent Number 5,447,705 to Petit et 
al.; United States Patent Number 6,033,632 to Schwartz et al.; United States Patent Number 
5,439,865 to Abe et al.; United States Patent Number 6,602,479 to Taniguchi et al.; United 
States Patent Number 5,990,038 to Suga et al; United States Patent Number 5,462,907 to 
Farrauto et al.; United States Patent Number 5,814,576 to Yamamoto; United States Patent 
Number 5,491,120 to Voss et al; United States Patent Number 5,212,142 to Dettling; United 
States Patent Number 5,139,992 to Tauster et al.; United States Patent Number 5,254,519 to 
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Wan et al.; United States Patent Number 5,837,642 to Tanaka et al.; United States Patent 
Number 5,849,659 to Tanaka et al.; United States Patent Number 6,464,946 to Yamada et al.; 
United States Patent Number 6,682,706 to Yamamoto et aL; United States Patent Number 
6,808,687 to Uenishi et al.; United States Patent Number 6,881,384 to Uenishi et al.; United 
States Patent Number 6,261,989 to Tanaka et al.; United States Patent Number 6,864,214 to 
Uenishi et al.; United States Patent Number 6,576,200 to Yamamoto et al.; United States 
Patent Number 6,620,762 to Tan et al.; United States Patent Number 5,622,680 to Monceaux 
et al.; United States Patent Number 6,800,388 to Kaneko et ah; and United States Patent 
Number 6,569,803 to Takeuchi. 

Because all of the cited documents are published United States Patent Applications or 
United States Patents, copies of the documents are not required to be submitted to the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office, pursuant to 37 CFR 1.97. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any such 
document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicants do 
not waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise 
remove any listed document as a competent reference against the claims of the present 
application. 

Since this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before issuance of a first 
Office Action on the merits, no certification or fee is required under 37 CFR 1.97. 
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